Austin's only female African American Austin firefighter
retires

Betty Swint said the key to success was working hard.
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Faay Hendncks remecmbers being imypressed with Betty Swaamd swhen they both swend
through Austin's hirclighier academy in 19795,

"sho was protty determined o prove she could do anvilionge, and she did joast thit svedhoat
bringing much attcolion to hersell)” said Hendrecks, who's retived froom the Fire
Deparment. " She pullaed bher oo weeagln ™

Swind hiad beon palling her own weight since she was a hittle girl in sl Geongia,
Cchopping cotton @ aze # for 53 8 dayv. And as the only Afncan Ameorican soman o over
work for the Aarstin Fire Depanmeni. she koept pulling her weighd throuegh a 27-veanr
carcer that ended hAarch 23,

HSwind, 55, doesn® talk about herscll in termis of breaking barmers or being a symbol, She
Just wanied 1o do the jofb and show her co-workers — most of them malbe — thit shee
conld e tmested when they wemt mnito the Aames ogeiher.

"As far as I can remomber, 1 hnd a can-do attmmade,” she said, guictly suilimg,

Female hrclfighicrs, she said, cam respect from thoor male co-workors il miinnie ilewy
soo they won't have to carrmy you"

HSwind was ong of seven children of a sharecropper father swho diced when she was a girl
She spomt her childhood in samdersyville, CGia., rasimg peas and squash belore and aficr

school for her family fo scll. Thoy didn't gzt clectnciy until she was in flee 10cth grade,

she sand

Adter graduating from high school, Swint camed a bachelors degroe in healih amd
phy=ical cdocation from Ford %Walley Siaiec Collecge in Geeorgia, She followed that sviith @
muasier's degrec in plyy sical cdocation from Southerm Tlinees Liniversiiy .

Heor moiher had gone to schaol throush 1Oih grmade, Swimd savd, bt all scven children
graduated from high school, and oo of them gof master's degrees

"I the Souihy, there pee oo kinds of svealth: cdoucation and money " Swind saed, "1 von
don have monsy, vou can gel an adoacation,”



A pob @t the Universily of Tesas in phy sical cdoncation broaght her io Aasion.

Two years later, while working as a mmner Tor a titlle company, she notcced a fire station
in Hyde Park wherz the firefighicrs alway s scoemad 1o be having a good fimne plaving
badminton between calls, she said

Alter hearing on tlee radio that Auvsiin necded firchghicrs, she didn' hesdaie o apply

Her first day on the job was disappoinimg, she sawd, Her supervisor wounldn't even loct her
gt off the inmick ai a finc

"1 thank he was st iryving o e proteciive,” slee said.,

Alter that, she camed leer way off the tmck.
"1 had to prove myscli all over agmin there,” she savd. Two imnsfors laicr, when she weml
o Fire Stafion Mo, 246 on Wenravorh Drove in MNormheasst Saestin, Swind she spid she
discovered hor calling: fighiing grass fircs,

She had boen around plenty of them as a child walching omne of her brothers st fire o the
Nnelds 1o prepars for planiing. Somctimes the fires blew oot of condml, and they had o
call ihe hire depanment, she spid.,

As o hirehighicr, she lcamed how (o tmme the Tires, she spad.

"There was nobody thast worked harder on a grass fire than Bery " said Li. Jan Wessomn,
"She wonld tackle it like a bulldozer.™

Swind was proanedicd and bocame an enginge draver @ Staticn 286, where she siaved —
cxcepd for a bricl stind i the tmining depanmment — umtil she retired. MNow she plans (o

bocomee a dog irmancr and opon a camping supely basimess.

Somotimes i was i1solating boing ihe only female Adrican Aamencan fircfiglver in Aoestin,
che sand, an the excitement of ihe job kept her goimg.

"1 1 i pretry good with the good old boyvs, ™ she said.



